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the Youth Arts Series 
YAS 
Mission Statement 
East Hawai’i Cultural Center’s Youth Arts Series (YAS) is an exciting 
immersion experience for young artists. Students have the opportunity to 
explore a variety of engaging and innovative art-making processes. We 
strive to enrich the artistic abilities of our students in a fun, nurturing 
environment that stimulates their artistic talents. YAS offers students a 
wide range of media that provide a variety of creative outlets to 
stimulate their imaginations and to promote their ability to think outside 
the box. Experienced instructors and artists lead each session. 
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A Message from the Education Director-Kellie Miyazu 

The Youth Arts Series was born in 2016. 
I felt it was necessary for a program 
like this to exist because it’s important 
for children to have a creative outlet 
and to be able to express themselves 
in ways that words can’t. As a Cultural 
Center, it’s our role to offer 
programming to engage all members 
of the community, even the littlest 

ones. When I was a child, I would have jumped at any opportunity to 
take classes and expand my art horizons. I was a lucky kid, my parents 
supported my love of art. My mom would have signed me up for any art 
classes we could find. However, it’s not lost on me that such is not the 
case for everyone. And so it was important that YAS incorporate a 
variety of art media, in order to expose the students to artforms that 
they may not otherwise have had the chance to learn about. A 
multitude of arts in one place.  

I broke one of my toes during a summer session a couple of years ago 
and can now officially say that I have put blood, sweat, tears and a 
toenail into YAS. At the start, many of the early sessions were funded 
largely out of my own pocket, and at some points it was a real struggle. 
But each year that YAS continues, I learn new things right alongside the 
kids. I appreciate all of the instructors, students, EHCC team members 
and volunteers that have come through and helped out the program 
since 2016. I am grateful for their time and contributions which have 
helped to develop the program. YAS has already surpassed my initial 
dreams for it, expanding into multiple summer sessions, Pop-Up 
workshops, and after-school classes. I’m excited to see where it grows 
next. 

Photo: Kellie, age 10, 2001 Young at Art Exhibit, East Hawai‘i Cultural Center 
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The YAS Team 

Monique Ortiz – Office Manager, Upcycle Fashion Design (Fall 2016 & 
Summer 2017) 

Monique has lived on the Big Island since she was 4 years old. Says 
Monique, “I grew up in a very creative household that allowed me to 
be expressive and experiment with various kinds of art, music, and 
performance.” As a young adult, she participated in the annual Young 
At Art show, and various theater productions upstairs at the Center. She 
attended Hilo High School where she was able to take various art 
classes. Her passion lies in photography, printmaking, textiles and 
collage. She obtained a Liberal Arts degree from the Hawaii Community 
College and a Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo. 

Marisa Miyashiro – Fall Break Co-Coordinator (2018, 2019, 2020), 
Program Coordinator, University of Hawaii at Hilo Center for Community 
Engagement (CCE) 

Marisa has been designing community-based personal enrichment 
courses at UH Hilo for 11 years, ranging from educational keiki camps to 
free community events on Japanese culture to language, arts and 
movement courses. Originally trained as an Occupational Therapist, 
Marisa’s experiences working in healthcare, organic farming and 
managing a yoga studio have shaped her ability to be in tune to the 
needs of others, with the overall desire to contribute to the strong 
emotional, physical and mental health of our community. 
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Leah Wilson – Drama (Fall 2016), Basic Digital Photography (Summer 
2017), Smartphone Filmmaking (2018) 

Leah Wilson has her B.A. in Performing Arts from the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo. She has been immersed in visual arts since she was a small child, 
going on to study at Sudbrook Magnet school in Maryland. 
Photography is her preferred medium; following the footsteps of her 
father, Vincent Wilson, who is a professional photographer. She ran the 
UH Hilo video production program, then called Lava Shoot, where she 
filmed, produced, and photographed original content and 
documented campus events. She currently works with her father on 
photography assignments and shoots through their business, Wilson 
Digital Media. 

Dena Nakahashi – Paper Sculpture (Fall 2016), 3D Collage (Summer 
2017), Upcycle Canvas Building (Pop-Up Workshop, Spring 2018) 

Dena is a multimedia artist based in Volcano. She has attended 
Kapiolani Community College on Oahu as well as the University of 
Hawaii at Hilo, majoring in art. Dena has had her work exhibited in 
numerous galleries and art exhibitions in Hilo, as well as on the island of 
Oahu. She brings to the table a unique flare for art, with her own 
unique, contemporary style. 

Darcy Gray – Printmaking (Summer 2017) 

Darcy Gray is a graduate of Birmingham City University, England, where 
she majored in Three Dimensional Design. After graduating Darcy 
returned to the U.S to continue her studies, where she focused on 
Printmaking at the Fort Mason Center for Arts and Culture in San 
Francisco. 

While living in Santa Fe, Darcy started teaching, both as a volunteer and 
giving private lessons in her studio. Now living in Hilo, Darcy teaches 
Abstract Painting and Mixed Media at UH Hilo, and CCECS. She also 
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volunteers her time teaching a variety of Art courses at the Kamana 
Senior Center. 

Darcy’s work has been collected by private clients and by the Hawaii 
State Foundation of Culture and Arts. 

Alyssa Doctor – Bookmaking (Summer 2017), Scrap Poetry (Summer 
2018), Stampin’ Up (Summer 2019) 

Alyssa is a graduate of the University of Hawaii at Hilo with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Art and Master’s Degree in Teaching.  She is currently a 
teacher at Waiakea Elementary School. 

Jessica McMahel – Asian Paper Arts (Summer 2017) 

Jessica graduated from the University of Hawaii at Hilo with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Art.  She learned the art of paper cutting and washi 
paper decorating from her mother who continues to teach these folk 
arts in Oahu. She has spent the last few years teaching art to 
elementary students at Ka'umana Elementary and Mountain View 
Elementary. 

Kristie Kosmides – Mixed Media (Summer 2017) 

Kosmides is a fourth generation Japanese American and a Hilo, Hawaii-
based painter. Art is her daily practice through which she explores the 
intimate and ephemeral qualities of humanity through abstract works 
that honor a sense of that which is greater than herself.  Her work aims 
to touch the hearts of others and manages to make the personal 
universal through the eternal languages of beauty, connection and 
visual storytelling. 

Kosmides’ work resides in numerous collections and has been exhibited 
nationally in galleries in California and Hawaii, as well as internationally 
in Japan. She earned her BFA from Otis College of Art and Design, 
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where she was also the recipient of the Otis College of Art and Design 
Thesis Award. Her work has recently been installed at the Hawaii State 
Capitol Building on the island of Oahu and the Honolulu International 
Airport. 

Marc Roberts – Electronic Design (Fall Haunted House 2018) 

Marc has been teaching physics at the University of Hawaii at Hilo (UHH) 
for the past four years and especially likes teaching the labs.  He has 
been the faculty lead for the UHH NASA Robotic Mining Competition 
and NASA Swarmathon robotics teams four years in a row. He has 
taught robotics at two Hawai'i public schools, one Hawai'i charter 
school, Hawai'i Community College, PISCES Stars (promoting science to 
high school women), and middle school girls CCECS robotics/computer 
science.  He is a firm believer that one learns best by doing. Marc's 
contribution to the 2018 "Fall Break camp  was "Electric Hallowe'en". 
Students made masks, bugs, bats, and/or other  “scary or gross” things 
that light up or move. 

Kevin Diminyatz – (Fall Haunted House 2018), Mixed Media/Printmaking 
(Summer 2019) 

Kevin Diminyatz is originally from the San Francisco Bay Area. He 
graduated from Sonoma State University in 1995 with a B.F.A  in 
Printmaking and a minor in Art History. In 1998, Kevin received a Masters 
of Fine Arts in Painting from Mills College, where his work was influenced 
by Mills College Professors Hung Liu and Ron Nagle. 

After graduate school, he began teaching high school art while 
maintaining a studio practice and showing regularly in Bay Area and 
Los Angeles galleries. In 2007, Kevin and his wife Miho moved from San 
Francisco to the Big Island. He now lives in Volcano and has been 
working as a lecturer in the art departments of University Hawaii Hilo and 
at Hawaii Community College. 
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Kevin's interest in video art began as a student at Mills college, 
combining performance, video, and sculpture into various gallery 
installations in both San Francisco and Los Angeles galleries. 

In 2012 Kevin created a new technology-driven art course for UH Hilo art 
department called "Digital Video and Installation." This class gives 
students the opportunity to use video art, sculptural installations, and 
video projection, as well as performance art, in a collaborative way. 

Kanani Daley – Printmaking (Summer 2018), Printmaking Co-Instructor 
(Summer 2019) 

Says Kanani, “My mission as an artist is to generate honest work. My 
intent as an educator is to give students a space in which they can be 
honest about themselves, and their work develops and reflects their 
uniqueness.” 

Kanani graduated from the University of Hawai’i at Hilo with a degree in 
Art, focusing most of her efforts on printmaking and oil painting. In 2016 
she spearheaded Piko Press, a community printmaking studio, and the 
Emerging Artist Sustainability Education Program. The program’s mission 
is to support recent graduates and young artists by providing an 
equipped studio, with exposure to concepts and techniques in 
printmaking that will stimulate greater focus, creative problem solving, 
awareness of self, others, environment, and culture. 

Carol Walker – EHCC Executive Director, Gamelan (Summer 2018 & 
2019) 

Carol spent most of her career as a technical writer/editor overseas, 
living and working in the Federated States of Micronesia, Mozambique, 
Egypt, and most significantly in Indonesia, where she spent nearly 17 
years. She began playing Javanese gamelan in 1991with the Boston 
Village Gamelan, later studying with several teachers in Indonesia and 
performing for numerous local weddings, at the national radio station, 
and at Taman Mini Indonesia (a popular Jakarta tourist attraction). 
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While living in Jakarta she taught semester-long classes and one-time 
workshops for the Australian International School, Jakarta Intercultural 
School, Jakarta International Community Center, Accenture, and the 
Singapore office of McKinsey & Co.  In 2007 she founded a beginners’ 
gamelan group that attracted both Indonesian and foreign members. 
Upon moving to Hilo in 2018, she brought her complete set of musical 
instruments and founded the beginner’s group Gamelan of the Molten 
Blossom. 

Kristine Johnson – Printmaking Co-Instructor (Summer 2018) 

Kristine graduated from the University of Hawaii Hilo with a Bachelor of 
Arts and has a Master of Fine Arts from Texas Tech University where she 
has taught Introduction to printmaking. 

Rebecca “Beckie” Marshall – String Theory (Crochet for Beginners) 
(Summer 2018), Ceramic Boxes (Summer 2019) 

Rebecca “Beckie” Marshall was born in St. Louis, Missouri and moved to 
Hilo in 1991. She has been crocheting since about 1975 and has been 
exploring and experimenting with clay since 2006. Her designs, heavily 
influenced by Hawaii’s natural scenic surroundings, are realized in her 
Waiakea Uka studio, where she uses low fired clay, fires in an electric kiln 
and crochets with natural yarns, making practical, wearable art. 
Functionality and aesthetics are at the foundation of each piece. 
Recently she has burgeoned into crocheted wall motifs.  

Bella Freedman – Monster Making-Sculpture (Fall 2019), Ceramics (After 
School Program, Spring 2020) 

Bella Freedman is a recent graduate of the University of Hawaii where 
she studied philosophy and received accolades for her writing. A third-
generation ceramicist, she enjoys throwing on the wheel and sculpting 
very small women. 
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Mary Milelzcik – Mask Making (Fall 2019), Paper Making (Summer 2019) 

Mary Milelzcik was born and raised Chicopee Massachusetts.  Mary has 
a B.A. degree from Sonoma State University’s School of Expressive Arts in 
California, a radical two-year upper division interdisciplinary 
experimental program that existed for several years in the 70’s. Students, 
in consultation with faculty advisors and colleagues, designed their own 
course of study and were free to choose both the subjects and the 
media for their personal expression.  She immersed herself in the world of 
printmaking at SSU and assisted Shane Weare in teaching etching, and 
later assisting master printer Daniel Freeman at Freeman Studios. Mary 
also was one of two teaching assistants at SSU in the papermaking 
program, working with visiting papermakers. 

In the mid 1970’s she and her ohana lived on Oahu for a few years. 
Family matriarch Hawaiian quilt maker Jenny Montgomery, whose 
unique Hawaiian quilts are in the collection at the Kauai Museum, 
taught Mary about Hawaiian and family history, Hawaiian arts and 
culture, and the `aina.  

Her transformative education and life experiences set the path for an 
interesting career as a mixed media artist, photographer and teacher. 
Mary also spent 10 years as the curator at Highways Performance 
Space and Gallery in Santa Monica, CA.  In 2016 she returned to live full 
time in Hawaii, and spends time at Arts Asylum, her Pahoa studio in the 
Big Island, immersed in creating experimental mixed media art, using 
traditional materials. 

Megan Kimata – Dance (Fall 2019) 

Megan Kimata became a YAS instructor in 2019 while a senior at 
Waiakea High School. She has been dancing at Island Dance 
Academy, under the direction of Suen Hughes, since she was four years 
old. Her training includes classical ballet, tap and jazz. She teaches two 
jazz classes and demonstrates ballet moves for Ms. Suen in her classes. 
She has been in 20 major dance productions put on by Island Dance 
Academy. Her first major solo was  as “Fritz” in the Nutcracker and more 
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recently she was the “Fairy Godmother” in Cinderella andthe 
“Sugarplum Fairy” in the Nutcracker. Megan has also participated in 
several Dance Collective performances for UHH Performing Arts. She 
has choreographed the Class of 2020 Waiakea High School’s Variety 
Show since her freshman year. She enjoys teaching others and creating 
choreography. After graduation, she will continue her education with a 
goal of becoming a pediatrician. Says Megan, “No matter where I am 
or what I’m doing, I will always have a passion for dance.” 

Lauren Kamei – Gyotaku for Keiki (Pop-Up Workshop, 2018) 

Lauren graduated from The University of Hawaii at Manoa with an 
Interdisciplinary Studies Degree in Landscape Design and a Master's in 
Elementary Education. She enjoys everything piscine: watching, eating 
and catching fish! 

Avalon Paradea – Plant Dyes for Keiki (Pop-Up Workshop, 2019) 

Avalon Paradea was raised in Waikōloa and has been passionately 
making art since childhood. Always fascinated by human culture and 
our relationships to the world around us, she immersed herself in the 
realms of anthropology and ethnobotany as a college student at UH 
Mānoa. Since graduating in 2014, her knowledge of Hawaii's many 
plant species and their functionality in the arts has expanded through 
working as a conservationist and archaeologist, as well as through 
mentorship in making kapa and plant dyes. Avalon sees herself as both 
a lifelong student and budding teacher in using locally sourced plant 
materials to create sustainable, meaningful artwork. 
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SUMMER  

During the Department of Education’s Summer intersession in June and 
July, the YAS team of skilled instructors guides young artists through the 
process of learning a variety of mediums. YAS Summer programming 
runs in two week sessions in a day-camp format. Our student artists 
create their own works of art while learning basic technical skills behind 
each medium. They also learn the importance of teamwork and 
collaboration. Past sessions have included topics such as printmaking, 
digital filmmaking, ceramics, painting, gamelan, bookmaking, upcycle 
fashion design, and more. 

Our summer programming 
officially began in 2017 and has 
run successfully each year since 
then. Over the past three 
summers, over 80 students have 
had the opportunity to learn 
from 15 different instructors. 
Many of our summer students 
have returned to the program all 
three years. 

Students pose in front their collaborative 
group painting, 2017 
 

Leah Wilson and students discussing 
artwork in the EHCC gallery aspart of 
Digital Photography, 2017 

Students painting a mural on the 
mauka wall of the annex building, 
2017 
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Fall Break 
Along with the Summer session, Fall Break is one of our flagship sessions. 
The two art day camps are the anchor points of YAS.  

Fall programming is a one week session the first full week of October, 
and has included students from age 7-17. It was the initial YAS endeavor, 
from which all of our other programming has unfolded. Fall Break Camp 
was the first official YAS program back in 2016 and still remains one of 
our most popular. The program follows a similar week long day camp 
format to the summer session. Students rotate through a variety of 
classes each day, learning a variety of techniques in various mediums.  

In 2018, we partnered with UH Hilo Center for Community Engagement 
and decided to give the session a Halloween twist. The theme puts a 
whimsical spin on our camp structure and teaches the students about 
the importance of collaboration, community art and  time 
management in relation to their own art practices.  

As part of our partnership with UH Hilo CCE, Marisa Miyashiro joined the 
team as a Co-Coordinator. Marisas involvement created a connection 
with UH Hilo Faculty and Staff, whom we have been able to utilize as 
instructors and advisors within the camp.  

During the program, students learned a variety of processes and 
techniques relating to DIY set decorating, props, costuming, and even 
incorporating the use of digital media and electronic technologies into 
their art. Students worked together to create a haunted house in 
EHCC’s Annex Building, which opened to the public at the conclusion 
of the program. They worked in a collaborative environment and 
learned skills and techniques that can be utilized in creating their own 
DIY costumes, decorations and more.  

In 2019 we took the emphasis on collaboration one step further and 
partnered with the Hilo High School Art Club and the UH Hilo Student 
Arts Association to expand the creative possibilities of the Haunted 
House. Students participated in 4 classes each day throughout the 
week, all fitting our holiday theme. Through our fun and creative classes, 
students will learned a variety of art-based processes and techniques 
including mask making, DIY decorations, monster sculpture, and dance.  

Simultaneously, members of the Hilo High and UH Hilo Art Clubs worked 
under the guidance of local artist advisors and UH Hilo Faculty members 
to create a haunted house in EHCC’s Annex Building. The second 
annual YAS Haunted House opened to the public at the conclusion of 
the program. Entry to the Haunted House is via suggested donation, 
100% of the profits went towards EHCC. We were able to raise over $100.  
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We hope to continue the trajectory of the Halloween Camp and 
Haunted House expansion. In 2020 YAS plans to reach out to involve art 
clubs from various other High Schools, as well as extending the public 
viewing for the entire month of October, in order to maximize its 
fundraising possibilities.  

 

Students showing off their unique masks, created under the instruction of Mary Milelzcik, 2019 
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Pop Up Workshops 

Pop Up workshops are stand alone, single topic classes. They offer an 
opportunity for creative learning without having to commit to the lengthy time 
frames of our day camp or after school sessions.  
In 2019 YAS hosted its first round of privately commissioned single day workshops. 
The workshops were curated for students visiting from the Synapse School in 
Menlo Park, California and the Rustic Pathways student travel program, which 
included students from various states.  

Subjects included: 

● Exploring Color, Shape and 
Expression with David ‘MEGGS’ 
Hooke and Miya Tsukazaki 

● Upcycle Arts with Jessica 
McMahel 

● Gyotaku, Fish Printing for Keiki 
with Lauren Kamei 

● Plant Dyes for Keiki with Avalon 
Paradea 

● Cartooning for Keiki with Esther 
Szegedy 

● Native Hawaiian Plant Dyes 
with Avalon Paradea 

● Gamelan with Carol Walker 

●  Plant Based Paper Making with 
Mary Milelzcik 

● Kapa Making with Jani Puakea 
Fisher 

 

Student paintings from ‘Exploring Color, Shape and Expression’ workshop 
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After School 

2020 began with the launch of the newest branch of the Youth Arts Series, After 
School Classes. This program rounds out our calendar alongside the Pop Up 
workshops, in between our anchor sessions. Unlike the Pop Up workshops, the 
after school program runs on a consistent weekly basis following the D.O.E. 
academic schedule. The program offers instructional time, and supplemental 
open studios for students to create and explore on their own.  The goal of the 
program is to provide a fun and creative after school enrichment opportunity for 
students to learn and also interact with their peers who share similar interests and 
may not attend the same school.  

 

Clay creations from Session 1 of After School Ceramics with Bella Freedman in the Youth 
Ceramics Studio, located in the EHCC Annex, February 2020 
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Community Supporters and Collaborators 
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Friends of YAS: We are grateful for the support of these wonderful people! 

● Andrzej Kramarz  
● Monika Mann 
● Amy Paikuli 
● Glenn Yamanoha  
● The Kusano Family 
● Lois Matsumoto & Wilfred Miyazu 
● Sharyse Molina 
● Mimi Tincher 
● Carol Walker and members of the Gamelan of the Molten Blossom Group 
● Dalton Alatan 
● Thelma Clark 
● Vi Su 
● Daisy Schenk 
● The EHCC team and Board of Directors 
● Akamai Art Supply 
● Target Hilo 
● KTA Super Stores 
● Ben Franklin Crafts 
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