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When children discover art, it is a joyful process - whether they are
painting a watercolor for the first time, digging their fingers into oozing clay,
laughing as they sing a silly song, or trying their hand at the intricacies of
making paper, prints or puppets.

Since 1980, when the County gave a dedicated group of art lovers the right to
use Hilo’s old police station as a center for artistic expression, the
East Hawai‘i Cultural Center has encouraged the cEast Hawai‘i Cultural Center has encouraged the creativity of young people
through programs like Young at Art and the Youth Arts Series. At EHCC,
countless children have enjoyed everything from ancient traditional arts like
Japanese gyotaku (fish printing) to innovations made possible by modern
technology, like electronic design.

Now, as we celebrate thirty-two years of Young at Art and forty years of
residence in our historic building, we are ready to grow and change with a
“f“fresh start for art.” We hope to use our past successes as a springboard to
launch new celebrations of youthful creativity:

•  Expanded after school programming where eager learners
   can improve their skills at pottery-making, drawing, and more
•  A Youth Art Gallery that showcases the works of aspiring artists
•  A Children’s Museum featuring a permanent collection of pieces
   by our most talented Big Island youth



(Note: We are happy to make a personal visit if you would like to
discuss the possibility of a directed donation for capital
improvements, naming rights, a bequest, or other philanthropic
initiative. Please call Monique Ortiz at 961-5711 to arrange.)

•  Fix the ancient, leaky bathrooms in our Annex classrooms
•  Termite tent our structures before pests destroy them from within
•  Repair our leaky roof to keep our interiors safe and dry
•  Promote our long-time volunteer, Kellie Miyazu, to guide and grow
   our programs full-time
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