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East Hawai’i Cultural Center / HMOCA 
 

 
141 Kalākaua St, Hilo, HI 96720 
Phone: (808) 961-5711 
Email:  admin@ehcc.org 

 
Hours of Operation: 
Gallery: Tuesday–Saturday 10am–4pm* 
Office: Tuesday–Friday 10am - 4pm 

 
 
 
 

 
Mission: 

We are an inclusive platform for the expression 
of the rich and complex cultural diversity that defines our communities 

through exhibitions, performances, workshops, and creative inquiry. 
 

Vision: 
A vibrant and thriving gathering place centered on art and culture where the ever-

evolving voices of our local communities inspire dialogue and action toward 
establishing healthy and generative communities, local and beyond. 

 
Values: 

While we maintain high standards for aesthetic expression, we believe 
that the creative and cultural expression of all people of our state is of equal value. 

We are culturally and socially inclusive, providing a venue to our host culture and the 
vast array of voices which comprise our unique community; working to inspire wonder, 

curiosity, new ways of thinking, and civic action as a pathway toward building 
and sustaining healthy, thriving communities. 

 
 

*Admission to the gallery is free to everyone (donations are welcomed). 
The gallery closes in between exhibitions for installation. Regular office hours remain as well as the 
option to browse SPACE: A Curated Concept Store.  
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Message from the Chair 

FOUR YEARS AGO when I became Chairman of EHCC’s Board of 
Directors, I set out to select a brand new team to represent the 
diversity of our community, and to partner with University of 
Hawai’i-Hilo to reinvent what had once been a hub of local culture. 
We set out to offer a higher level of fine art and performance and 
more authentic representation, not just for, but by our diverse 
cultural communities, and to generate innovative partnerships for 
children and the underserved. 

This past year has seen the finest exhibitions we’ve ever hosted at 
EHCC. Visitors from far and wide have commented on what a joy it 

is to see art of such quality on the Big Island. This is the result of great curation by our founding 
curator, Andrzej Kramarz, and more recently by Michael Marshall, who brought UH faculty and 
students to the curation and installation of thought-provoking exhibitions. 

When Carol Walker arrived at our door a year ago with a 40-piece Javanese gamelan orchestra, 
I hardly dared to imagine the music I’d heard decades ago in Indonesia echoing across 
Kalākaua Park. This year, beyond my imagining, we refurbished the old police chief’s garage 
that was rusting away behind EHCC. With the support of many, we now have a beautiful venue 
for our own in-house orchestra. 

Decades ago, EHCC was founded upon the ideal of a coalition of organizations utilizing the 
space in mutual support. This year we’ve revived that vision, with a new partnership model 
which promises to build our cooperative alliances within an evolving, sustainable framework. We 
recently welcomed the return of the Hilo Community Players, who were one of the founding 
members of EHCC 50 years ago. 

The great puzzle in bringing together such a diverse community is to find common ground. 
We’ve had Native Hawaiian exhibitions, women’s exhibitions, LGBTQ shows, a Korean 
exhibition, African/American art, and many more, each as much a part of our community as the 
other. The unifying common element is that we all began life as one group – children.  

While Young at Art has been an institution at EHCC for decades, guided by Judy Hara, our own 
Kellie Miyazu has created our Youth Art Series, offering high quality art and cultural education to 
our young. This has inspired a vision: In the next year, EHCC will inaugurate our own Children’s 
Art Museum, an afterschool Youth Art Studio, and a Youth Art Gallery. 

As you visit EHCC in the future, you might hear the resonant gamelan orchestra echoing across 
Kalākaua Park; you might marvel at a new exhibition in our gallery; you might wander into the 
Annex, where the Youth Art Gallery will be, created and installed by that one community group 
we all share in common – our children. t 
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Message from the Executive Director 

 
WHEN I STARTED making plans for this year’s Annual Report, 
I couldn’t think of a title that would properly capture EHCC’s 
spirit, but I wasn’t worried. The Center succeeds because a 
diverse range of people contribute their talents to our 
operations, and I felt certain that one of them would come up 
with the perfect phrase. Sure enough, Board member Jackie 
Pualani Johnson – our resident theatre expert and promoter 
of the Hawaiian language – suggested I Luna Loa (On the 
Rise). 
 
The phrase I Luna Loa instantly seemed to fit. Established EHCC programs like the Youth Art 
Series are growing, with spots in our summer program being reserved almost the moment they 
are advertised. Kahua ‘Elua, our intimate theatre, showcases an increasing range of musical and 
theatrical performances from East Hawai’i and beyond. We’re also creating new programs and 
initiatives, like a restructured partnership model for working with organizations that share our 
mission, a one-of-a-kind Javanese gamelan (gong orchestra) program, and – slated for opening 
in the coming months – a new Youth Art Gallery. In so many practical ways, we are indeed on 
the rise. 
 
I Luna Loa works as metaphor, too. What makes things rise? Powerful forces do: the biology of 
yeast makes bread rise; economic conditions make prices rise. More poetically, celestial 
mechanics ensure that the sun and moon will rise. 
 
Our powerful force is people. The first time I visited EHCC, I assumed it must be supported by 
paid, hardworking staff in a range of roles from leadership to administration to fundraising. As I 
came to know EHCC better, I realized I was right about one thing – everyone associated with 
the Center is hardworking – but wrong about salaries. EHCC has no employees, and our entire 
budget for the small amount of contract labor we use wouldn’t cover one full-time position at 
minimum wage. The powerful force of EHCC is the incredible commitment of volunteers who 
love culture, who love the Center, and who love their community. To each of those people, I 
say a heartfelt “thank you.” And to anyone reading this who is not already involved, I’ll offer 
words of encouragement: We still have a long way to go and a need for more resources. Come 
rise with us! t 
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In Our Galleries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V: Ist Annual Women’s Exhibition. July 
2018. 
 
This exhibition presented the collective voice of 
women for women, challenging male-oriented ideas 
of art and the female form. The juried show included 
invited artists from R.A.W. (Radically Aligned 
Women). 

The Energy Series by Lamoral 
Gatewood and Wood Fired 
Ceramics by Clayton Amemiya. 
August 2018. 
 
Two very different artists came together in this 
exhibition. Clayton Amemiya’s richly original 
yet traditionally anagama fired (tunnel kiln) 
pottery employed classic Japanese techniques 
and local woods to evoke Hawai’i. Lamerol 
Gatewood is an explorer and boundary 
stretcher. With paper, scissors, glue, paint, 
charcoal, pastel, acrylic, glitter, oil bars, etc. he 
presented a Black experience responding to 
many influences including NYC, Jim Crow, 
hard bop and free jazz. 
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HI Contemporary Art Exhibition. 
September 2018. 

 
Over 25 artists participated in this dynamic and 

diverse group exhibition with work by guest artist 
Darrell Orwig, former director of the Maui Arts and 
Cultural Center. The show was juried by Big Island 

artist and sculptor Henry Bianchini. 

30th Annual Trash Art Show. October 2018. 
 
Recyled art returned to the East Hawai’i Cultural Center 
with one of East Hawaii’s longest-running annual arts 
events, founded and juried by Ira Ono. The gala 
opening attracted a throng of eager attendees and 
trash fashion models. Reduce, reuse, recycle! 
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Pacific States Biennial North American (PSBN) Juried Print-making 
Exhibition. November 2018. 
 
PSBN was established by the University of Hawai’i at Hilo Art Department Print Studio as a 
regional biennial in 1982. Presented in two venues – EHCC and the University of Hawai’i at 
Hilo Campus Center Gallery – the exhibition featured 76 unique works, created using a full 
range of contemporary approaches to print media. 
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Libation: 2nd Annual Big Island Clay Exhibition. Dec 2018/Jan 2019. 
 
The 2nd annual Ceramics Exhibition, Libation, showcased the contemporary perspectives of 
21 ceramic artists, both local and invited.  Focusing on function and form it offered the best 
small vessels of many sizes and shapes: cups, mugs, sake cups, teacups, whisky sippers, 
yunomi, and theoretical vessels – all of the beautiful bold and funky creations made to enjoy 
libations from. 
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Maunakea Visitor Information 
Station Exhibitions. Winter 
2018-2019 and Spring 2019. 
 

 
An exhibition of mixed media works 
by six African-American artists 
kicked off Black History Month 
celebrations. Exhibition curator 
Lamerol Gatewood explained, “the 
objective was to present artists who 
are in a dynamic process of 
exploration, engaged in creating 
works that globally and locally relate 
to the African-American community 
at large.” 

Global Metaphysics of Abstraction II. February 2019. 

Ka Pāheona Mauna Kea A Ko Hawai’i Nei were two exhibitions representing a collaboration 
between the Maunakea Visitor Information Station and EHCC. The exhibitions offered local 
artists’ perspective on Maunakea, inspired by areas of the mountain used for spiritual/ 
ceremonial purposes, hunting and gathering, and astronomy. 
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31st Annual Young at Art Show. March 2019. 
 
The 30th Annual Young at Art 2018, a juried student art exhibit, was sponsored by 
EHCC and the Hawai’i District DOE to celebrate “National Youth Art Month” by 
recognizing excellence, creativity and originality in all public, charter, private and home-
schooled students on the Big Island in grades K-12. The opening of the popular show 
included music, prizes and an opportunity for families to support their young artists. 
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NIUHI-SHARK: Honoring 
Kamehameha the Great in 
Paint and Prose. April 2019.  
 
Carl F.K. Pao's original paintings and 
selections from David Kawika Eyre's 
well-regarded book Kamehameha - 
The Rise of a King were presented to 
honor the 200th anniversary of 
Kamehameha the Great's death. The 
collection provided visitors a visual 
experience of important events in the 
King’s life. 
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Mayumi Oda: Expressions of the Female 
Deity. May 2019. 
 
This retrospective presented creative work by 
Mayumi Oda spanning 40 years. Her vivid and 
compelling pieces encompassed silk screen, wood 
block, intaglio and calligraphy. Original Thangkas 
illuminated her strong feminist viewpoint.   

Life is a Form, the Rest is Just a View. 
June 2019. 
 
Polish-American artist Andrzej Kramarz explored how 
our points of view and adopted perspectives shape 
our understanding of the limits of freedom. 
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Youth Art Series 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YAS Summer Camp. July 2018. 
In July, 32 students aged 7 to 14 participated in 
the summer session of the Youth Art Series. Local 
artists Kanani Daley, Kristine Johnson, Rebecca 
Marshall, Leah Wilson, and Alyssa Doctor taught 
classes, enabling students to learn a variety of art 
media, including printmaking, filmmaking, poetry, 
and crochet. Participants also played music on 
EHCC’s Javanese gamelan.  Students were able to 
collaborate, develop their ideas from concept to 
design execution, and most importantly have fun 
sharing their common love of art with their peers 
and instructors.  

YAS Haunted House. October 
2018. 
The Fall Break session of the Youth Arts 
Series, presented in partnership with 
the UH Hilo Center for Community 
Engagement, featured a Haunted 
House theme. Students learned a 
variety of techniques for do-it-yourself 
set decorating, designing props and 
costumes, and even incorporating the 
use of digital media and electronic 
technologies. Working with instructors 
and members of the Hilo High School 
Art Club, they created a haunted house 
in EHCC’s Annex for the public to 
enjoy, complete with a soundtrack of 
spooky sounds. 
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On Stage at Kahua ‘Elua 

EHCC’S INTIMATE SECOND FLOOR THEATRE played host to a wide variety of 
programming in FY2018, showcasing everything from the talents of local thespians to the 
music of performers from beyond Hawaii’s shores. Hardly a day goes by when EHCC 
facilities are not in use by the community. Performances and other events included: 

¨ Answer the Telephone, Mozart’s Piano Quartet in G Minor, 
sponsored by Orchid Isle Orchestra. August 2018. 

¨ Benefit Concert for Kīlauea Drama & Entertainment 
Network by actor, singer, and musician Pedro Ka’awaloa. 
September 2018. 

¨ Prince Dance Theatre, a collaborative performance among 
astronomers, engineers, photographers, choreographers 
and painters, including contemporary dance, original music, 
video projection and live painting. October 2018. 

¨ SLATE Comedic Short Play Festival. October 2018. 
¨ Reflections, a farewell concert by singer Rachel Edwards. 

November 2018. 
¨ A Way to Give Vol.2, performed by Heartbeat Instrumental, 

combining music, poetry, storytelling, and live art. 
December 2018. 

¨ There’s A New Elf in Town, an original comedy featuring 
the kids of Taylor Made Music. December 2018. 

¨ Something Simple by Orchid Isle Orchestra, a holiday 
music performance ranging from the Beatles to Bach. December 2018. 

¨ A Christmas Cabaret, a musical performance and fundraiser for the Hilo Community 
Players. December 2018. 

¨ Exploration of New Media Frontiers, 
featuring instrumental and electronic 
music, art, performance, and video by 
Ebb & Flow. January 2019. 
¨ Lysistrata, performed by the Hilo 
Community Players. January 2019. 
¨ Musical Fireworks, a violin concert 
by East Hawai’i native Alden Young, 
now a senior at Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee. January 2019. 
¨ The Vagina Monologues, an 
evening of performance about breaking 
barriers and bringing the violence 
against girls and women to the forefront 
of social consciousness. February 2019. 

Performers at the benefit concert for the Kīlauea Drama & 
Entertainment Network. Courtesy of KDEN. 

Kolohe royalty in the Hilo Community 
Players’ production of The Last Princess. 
Courtesy of HCP. 
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¨ Sketches and Dreams, an evening of 
classical and contemporary music with 
pianist Eunbi Kim, March 2019. 

¨ Tales of Forgiveness performed by 
Hawai’i storyteller, puppeteer, and 
mime Jeff Gere, April 2019. 

¨ The Last Princess, a world premiere 
play written by Hilo playwright Jackie 
Prell about Crown Princess of Hawai’i 
Ka’iulana, performed by the Hilo 
Community Players. April 2019. 

¨ Fate: The Plays of David Penhallow 
Scott, a fundraiser for Hilo Community 
Players. May 2019. 

¨ Double Rainbow, a farewell performance by two Orchid Isle Orchestra members 
graduating Hilo High School, Ina Klasner and Elizabeth Young. June 2019. 

¨ Life is a Form, the Rest is Just a View, an artist’s talk with Andrzej Kramarz, June 2019. 
¨  

…and more Cultural/Community Events and Workshops at EHCC: 

¨ Gyotaku for Keiki, workshop on traditional Japanese fish printing. August 2018. 
¨ Niho’oki & Wa’u and O’hoa & I’e Kuku, two kapa tool-making workshops. September 2018. 
¨ Live Aloha Festival, featuring music, theatre, film, puppet-making, visual art, a parade, and 

conversations about the role of artists in society. January 2019. 
¨ Plant Dyes for Keiki, using native Hawaiian plants. March 2019. 
¨ Off the Hook, crochet classes by Beckie Marshall. March 2019. 
¨ Synapse School workshops, presented to 40+ middle school students visiting from an 

independent school in Menlo Park, CA. Students learned papermaking, plant dyes, and 
Javanese gamelan. May 2019. 

¨ Hamajang Hamlet auditions and rehearsals for Hilo Community Players’ Kid Shakes. 
May/June 2019. 

¨ Rustic Pathways Aloha Service workshops on paper-making and Javanese gamelan, 
presented to about a dozen “young explorers” from around the mainland who traveled to 
Hawai’i to volunteer with biodiversity projects and sample new cultural experiences. June 
2019. 

¨ Music in Motion: Surfing the Waves of Rhythm. A workshop introducing TaKeTina, somatic 
movement, and improvisation. June 2019. 

¨ Children’s acting classes by Mimi Tencher/Astania Caputo, ongoing. 

 

  

A dramatic moment during Exploration of New Media 
Frontiers. Courtesy of Ebb & Flow. 
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Gamelan of the Molten Blossom 
 
LAST YEAR,, EHCC gave a home to a full Javanese gamelan orchestra consisting of dozens of 
bronze gongs and metallophones. What began in July 2018 as a once-a-week class for 5 or 6 
uncertain beginners has grown into a flourishing group that meets twice weekly with 15 
dedicated students. The group has performed for two First Fridays at EHCC. Students 
contributed nearly $5,000, and donated thousands more in volunteer labor, to renovate a 
dilapidated garage behind EHCC, turning it from a dark, filthy shed filled with discarded 
theatre sets into a clean, well-lit music studio that provides an open-air gamelan experience, 
attracting much curiosity and delight from passers-by when the group plays. t 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

BEFORE: Outside and inside the old shed that once served as the garage for the Chief of Police, back when the EHCC 
building was a police station and courthouse. Courtesy Carol Walker. 

AFTER: Outside and inside the new home of EHCC’s Javanese gamelan. Courtesy Carol Walker. 
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A New Model for EHCC Partnerships 
 
 
 
 
 
THE EAST HAWAI’I CULTURAL CENTER undertook a significant effort in FY2018 to create and 

adopt a new partnership model for the cultural groups and artists who share our facilities. 

EHCC provides a creative home for many groups, such as Hilo Community Players, Orchid Isle 

Orchestra, the Concert Society, Taylor-Made Music, The New Alchemists, and others, who 

meet, rehearse, offer workshops, and/or perform at EHCC. In the past, this was typically in 

exchange for a small facilities usage fee.  

 

As demand for our space 

grows, we seek to deepen 

these partnerships and 

move beyond a limited fee-

based model. Rather, we 

now ask our partners to 

invest creatively in our 

shared growth by offering 

suitable in-kind resources, 

such as volunteer time. 

Harnessing the energy that 

our partners can bring to the 

table will help all of our 

organizations to thrive. t 

 
  

A scene from the puppet-making workshop presented by EHCC 
partner The New Alchemists as part of the Live Aloha Festival. Courtesy 
The New Alchemists. 
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Meet the EHCC Board and Team Members 
 
 

 
Stephen Freedman, Board Chair 

What is your background? Following a career as a ceramist, 
sculptor, and writer centered in Los Angeles, exhibiting in 
galleries and museums around the world, I moved to the Big 
Island and established a studio. Missing the high standard for 
art and performance I'd enjoyed in L.A., I created idspace, a 
gallery dedicated to exhibiting individual artists. Together with 
Patti Millington I created HI Art Magazine, a voice for arts in 
the islands. The gallery ran for ten years, surrounded by the 
verdant garden I spend much of my time developing. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? When I first arrived in Hawai’i I was asked by 
the original curator of EHCC, Leila Mehle, to chair the gallery committee upon her retirement. I 
did that for a year, but found the politics of the Center frustrating. People were very 
competitive, but not very cooperative. Four years ago the retiring Chairman of EHCC, Lourdan 
Kimbrell, invited me to form a new Board. What I envisioned was a group of coequal leaders, 
gleaned from the under-represented demographics of our community -- young people, 
minorities, varied ethnicities and gender identities, plus educators, all working together to 
generate an authentic cultural representation of a standard that would characterize our rich 
island society. The industrious, creative people who are now generating art, performance, and 
education are why I am here. 
 
Monique Ortiz, Board Secretary, Office Manager 

What is your background? I’ve lived on the Big Island since I was 4 
years old. I grew up in a very creative household that allowed me to 
be expressive and experiment with various kinds of art, music, and 
performance. As a young adult I participated in the annual Young 
At Art show, and various theater productions upstairs at the Center. 
I attended Hilo High School where I was able to take various art 
classes, but my passion lies in photography, printmaking, textiles 
and collage. I obtained a Liberal Arts degree from Hawai’i 
Community College and a Bachelor of Arts degree at the University 
of Hawai’i at Hilo. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? Once I finished college, I struggled with 
trying to find a place where I could utilize my degree and interest in art, especially since being 
a “professional artist” was not something I aspired to do; I just wanted to be around it and be 
part of a creative, supportive space. Joining the Board and being at the center almost every 
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day gave me a sense of place and identity that I didn’t think was possible, especially living in 
Hilo. It's easy to think of a place like this existing somewhere else, but being a part of this 
dedicated team gives me the motivation and enthusiasm to create something here, for my 
home. 
 
Carol Walker, Executive Director, Gamelan Coordinator, and 
Board Member 

What is your background? I did nonprofit advocacy work for a few 
years on the mainland after finishing my education, but then spent 
the rest of my career in Micronesia, Mozambique, Egypt, and 
Indonesia, doing some advocacy and management work but 
primarily focusing on technical writing in the field of international 
development. Along the way, I developed ties to East Hawai’i and 
in 2002 I started spending part of every summer on the Big Island. I 
moved to Hawai’i full time in 2018. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? When I started planning a permanent move 
to East Hawai’i, I knew I had to find a home for my Javanese gamelan, a set of bronze gongs 
and other instruments that fill up a large room. Since spending over a decade learning 
gamelan in Indonesia and the US, it has been my dream to bring my instruments to a 
community that didn’t have a gamelan, and share the joy of musical discovery with new 
people. In 2017, I began researching organizations, and EHCC quickly became the obvious 
choice to house the gamelan. At first, my only role with EHCC was starting a gamelan program, 
but because the people there are so dedicated and wonderful, I quickly became more and 
more involved in day-to-day operations. Volunteering at EHCC provided an anchor for me as a 
new resident, and I’m delighted to do what I can to help fulfill the EHCC mission. 
 
Kellie Miyazu, Board Member, Youth Art Series Coordinator, and Graphic Designer 

What is your background?  
I’m a graduate of the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, with my BA in Art. 
I attended California College of the Arts in the Bay Area for part of 
my education. I’ve been a freelance painter and graphic designer for 
the past few years. In 2015 I began teaching art at Waiakeawaena 
Elementary, UH Hilo Center for Community Engagement, and the 
E.B. DeSilva EdVenture Afterschool Enrichment Program, as well as 
private art lessons for individual students and small groups.  

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? 
I joined the EHCC team in 2016 as the Center’s graphic designer and 
helped with creating the current logo. I began assisting with creating 
the exhibition posters, then took on the role on my own shortly after. 

I look forward to creating a new poster for each exhibit. It’s a monthly challenge for my 
creativity. In addition, through my various teaching jobs I discovered a great enjoyment in 
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working with children and in 2016 I created the Youth Arts Series at EHCC. I feel that arts 
education is so important for children, and is largely lacking in many public schools. As a 
community organization I feel that it is necessary for EHCC to do its part in providing art 
opportunities for keiki, which I have tried to accomplish through YAS.  
 
Jackie Pualani Johnson, Board Member and Kahua ‘Elua Coordinator 

What is your background? I served as the Chair of the Performing 
Arts Department at the University of Hawai`i at Hilo until my 
retirement in 2017. My 38 years there were filled with teaching 
acting, directing, stage makeup, and costuming and staging full-
scale productions Afer retiring in 2017, I have been focusing on 
living history scripting and performances about the Hawaiian 
Monarchy, and directing plays by local writers. Born and raised in 
Hilo, my work celebrates our island history and brings that history to 
the stage. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? The East Hawai’i 
Cultural Center always was a part of my growing up in Hilo! Once I 
returned home after college in Colorado, I founded and appeared in the Hilo Community 
Players’ outdoor Summer Shakespeare, which not only used Kalālaua Park but also 
expanded the location of its offerings to the steps, balcony, and street fronting the Center. 
The combination of outdoor theatre and the Center’s generosity in providing a place for 
the productions has contributed to the 42-year history of Hilo’s Shakespeare in the Park. 
That generosity also moved me to become a board member so that I could contribute to 
EHCC, hoping to ensure its continued recognition as ka piko for cultural activities in my 
home town. 
 
Alan Young, Board Treasurer 

What is your background? A longtime interest in arts and 
literature have kept me involved in Hilo's artistic community. 
Before I retired, being a chef was a means of expressing my own 
creative instincts. I've also participated in HI Art Magazine by 
curating a poetry column. 

What motivates you to be on the board of EHCC? I've always found 
EHCC and its programs and activities over the years vital to our East 
Hawai’i community. I was a member of the EHCC Board a number 
of years ago, and was delighted to rejoin in 2018. As a lover of the 

written word, I am glad I can offer editorial oversight for our communications and I’m hoping 
we’ll do more with poetry and HI Art magazine in the coming years. 
 
  



 20 

Philippe Nault, Board member 

What is your background? I am an abstract painter, born and 
raised in France. I lived and worked successively in Paris, 
Provence, Brittany, London and New Orleans, until 1992 
when I unexpectedly came upon Hawai’i, where I found the 
need to be. In the course of my career I have made large-
scale projects in architectural private and public spaces, 
which eventually led me to work episodically as an art 
consultant for some architectural firms. I also work as an 
independent cultural interpreter for the Hawaiian Islands, and 
cultivate the practice of Chado, the Japanese Way of Tea. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC? My wish is to participate in the development 
of a cultural outlet that wants to become a lighthouse for the contemporary arts at large, on 
Big Island and possibly for the state. I am also excited to be involved in the process that EHCC 
set for itself in aiming to serve as a cultural center to our particularly diverse community. I feel 
that both visions can come together in developping dynamic relationships with the wider 
world. Being on the Board is an opportunity for me to be more actively involved with my 
community and to give back from my experience in a field that I am familiar with. 
 
Lawrence Butler, Board Member 

What is your background? I am a teacher and PhD art historian, 
recently retired from George Mason University in Virginia. While 
my training and research have been in Medieval, Islamic and Silk 
Road art, I have taught a broad range of courses on global art and 
architecture, and on museum studies. I have taught four times on 
Semester at Sea, circling the globe, and have taught art history 
these last few summers in Shanghai, China. These days I am 
lecturing for the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC on art 
and cultural history, and lecturing on Smithsonian Journeys tours 
of Spain, Portugal, Morocco and Vietnam. My husband and I have 
recently moved to East Hawai’i where we are starting a small farm 
on the Hamakua coast. 

What motivates you to be on the board of EHCC? When I moved to Hawai’i in 2018 I was 
delighted to find and join Carol Walker’s new gamelan just getting established at the EHCC. 
Playing in a gamelan had been a long-time dream of mine, ever since my first visit to Indonesia 
in 2005. I was intrigued not only by the music, but by the group ethos that underlies a 
community gamelan. As I became more familiar with the EHCC, I was impressed by the high 
quality of its visual arts exhibitions, and by its ambitious cultural mission in Hilo. While not an 
artist myself, I hope to be able to contribute from my experience in arts-related academia, my 
previous board memberships, and my global experiences in the arts. And for me it’s an 
opportunity to get grounded in Hilo, a new home that I’ve quickly come to love. 
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Meidor Hu, Board Member 

What is your background? I teach traditional studio art 
classes and digital media classes at Hawai’i Community 
College. I’m currently the Digital Media Arts program 
coordinator and the Chair of the Humanities department. 
As an interdisciplinary artist my research is in the 
deconstruction of colors, patterns and meanings in Chinese 
opera painted faces. I’m interested in the 
dislocation/relocation of the figure from the artifice of the 
stage to the natural environment. 

What motivates you to be on the Board of EHCC?  
I want to support in any way the growth of EHCC’s role in contributing to the enrichment of the 
community through diverse and quality representation of the visual and performing arts. I would 
also like to see the center develop and expand its offering of workshops, especially the revival of 
the printmaking workshop. I believe having a welcoming and safe community space for 
artmaking is essential to the health and vitality of EHCC. 
 
Andrzej Kramarz, Exhibition & Event Photographer and Volunteer 

What is your background? Before I moved to Hawai’i from Poland in 2010, I was involved in 
organizing the Photography Festival in Krakow. At the same time, I ran a non-profit 
organization whose mission was promoting visual arts as a universal language. When I arrived 
on the Big Island, I began to lecture at the University of Hawai’i and Hawai’i Community 
College, but despite that I felt I needed to do more to show the commitment to the 
community that I became a member of. 

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? Although I graduated from the Academy of 
Creative Photography in the Czech Republic, and from Academy of Fine Arts in Poland, since 
my youth I have admired idea, that you do not have to be an artist to enjoy the discrete power 
of art. Art, its variations and influences can be seen everywhere and every day. It is in the 
designs of our cars, clothes, cell phones, apartments, and in the designs of our gardens and 

parks. If art confronts us with the dilemmas of 
life, helps us to see ourselves in another 
perspective, opens our minds, or inspires us 
to be more creative in our daily lives, then it 
already fulfills the essential and necessary 
functions of human existence. Therefore, my 
commitment to bringing art closer to society 
has not weakened for many years, regardless 
of where I live. Participation in the mission of 
EHCC, with the current team that is so 
committed, seems to me the most fruitful 
activity. 
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Shelby Smith, Gallery Installer/Exhibit Coordinator 

What is your background? I have been working and making art 
for over 20 years. I started in Architecture School, then double 
majored in Design Ceramics. After graduation I moved to 
Omaha NE to apprentice with world renowned artist Jun 
Kaneko. After my apprenticeship I wanted to go to grad school 
to pursue sculpture. I was accepted to San Jose State 
University for my MFA. I worked at the University as the 
Ceramic and Glass technician for five years after grad school, 
as well as teaching in the Bay area. I moved to the Big Island 
eight years ago, and have worked for a number of non-profit 

arts organizations such as EHCC and The Volcano Art Center, where I started in sales and 
moved through gallery installations and the gallery manager post. 

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? Working as the gallery installer and exhibit 
coordinator, I do installation and deinstallation of the rotating shows each month. I work for 
EHCC because it is an organization that is not holding back. It is pushing forward the level of 
art that is exhibited here in our rural island community, helping to expose people and artists to 
what is out there in the world of contemporary art. I hope to add to my role in the organization 
soon. 
 
Hilary Gonya, Volunteer and Clerk for SPACE 

What is your background? My family and I moved to the island 
of Hawai’i 10 years ago. From the beginning it felt like home. 
Soon after our arrival, I had the privilege of becoming involved 
with the East Hawai’i Cultural Center as both a volunteer and a 
patron.  

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? I am grateful for 
the opportunity to volunteer at the East Hawai’i Cultural Center. 
This role has allowed me to meet many people from the islands 
of Hawai’i and around the world. I have learned so much from 
each encounter and each time I am reminded of our 
community’s good fortune to have a resource such as EHCC, 
and the significant role EHCC plays in being the common 
thread that brings the international and local communities 
together through cultural exhibitions.  
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Leo Hazelman, Volunteer and Clerk for SPACE 

What is your background? I’m Australian raised and educated, 
now splitting my time between the US Mainland and the Big 
Island. I have worked with various non-profits on the mainland, 
and continue to enjoy my volunteer position here at EHCC 
helping curating the space in SPACE. 

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? Gaining further 
interaction and experience while being able to connect to the 
community, in a position to give back while utilizing my skills and 
interests. 

 
Andrew Wessels, IT Director 

What is your background? I'm a software engineer with a 
Bachelors of Computer Science from UH Hilo. I work from home 
for a remote agency with employees distributed nationwide. We 
contract with a number of large companies, working to improve 
their websites through data-driven experimentation (often known 
as A/B Testing). I primarily write new features into existing 
websites using a variety of web technologies.  

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? I like that the 
center exists, and that there's some cool stuff happening there. I 
like that the center is helping to show what amazing art is being created here in our 
community. I like that it provides a venue to help inspire artists to continue their work and have 
a place to share it with a receptive audience. I've been impressed with a lot of the stuff I've 
seen there. Since my involvement in the center is limited, my motivation largely stems from 
aiding the folks that are there all the time, making the place actually run. I've tried to help set 
up systems that may help aide in the daily operations. 
 
Amy Paikuli, Bookkeeper 

What is your background? I came to the East Hawai’i Cultural Center in 
March of 2010 in answer to an ad looking for a bookkeeper.  I got the 
job and have been here ever since.  

What motivates you to be on the EHCC team? I am not an artist, but I 
do have a creative side and have greatly enjoyed being a part of the 
organization.  The people that I have met and the exhibits I've seen 
have made it easy for me to continue to work with EHCC these past 
years.  In March of 2020 I will have been the bookkeeper here for a 
decade and that is something I am very proud of! 

  



 24 

Members, Donors and Volunteers 
 
THE INDIVIDUALS whose names are on this list are one of the most important reasons that 
EHCC continues to thrive. If you have taken the time to become a new member or renew a 
long-standing, we thank you for believing in us. If you’ve made a much-needed cash 
contribution, we thank you for keeping us solvent. If you’ve given your time and labor to 
develop our facility, we thank you for making EHCC more welcoming and beautiful. t 
 
 
Ilana Moidel Acevedo 
Christina Ahia 
Sherry & Ron Amundson 
Charlene Asato 
Phan Nguyen Barker 
Cynthia Bates 
Fred Beckner 
Jaime Beckner 
Tomas Belsky 
Gary Beuschel 
Erik Dustin Berall 
Henry Bianchini 
Angela Blakely 
Kelli Bolger 
Tobias Brill 
Martie Buchanan 
Lawrence Butler 
Luke Caldwell 
Edyn Campbell 
Lily Chow 
Parcival Cocciola 
Laura Lee Coles 
Karen De Soto 
Alyssa Doctor 
Mike Donenfeld 
Barbara Dunn 
Kirsten Eberly 
Louise Economy 
Michelle Escobar 
David Eyre 
Stephen Freedman 
Ingrid Fregeau 
Barbara Fujimoto 
Suzy (Ula) Garfield 
Cynie Gillette-Wenner 

Kimberly Gitzel 
Ann Gleason 
Hilary Gonya 
Marcus Grohs 
Suzanne Haight 
Bonnie-Sol Han 
Toby Hazel 
Leo Hazelman 
Richard Hazlett 
Jean Higaki 
Hilo HSS Art Club 
Shingo Honda 
Meidor Hu 
Dorothy Imagire 
Shane Jacobson 
Jill & Steve Jacunski 
Jinah Janus 
Deborah Jenks 
Jackie Pualani Johnson 
Ron Kim 
Su Kim 
John Kooistra 
Andrzej Kramarz 
Flo Kubota 
Carla Kuo 
Nani Kupihe 
Jeffrey Kurash 
Tanya Kusano 
Bonnie Leslie 
Amy Markham 
Michael & Becky Marshall 
Sarah Marusek 
Taapai Mataoa 
Lois Matsumoto 
Tracie Matsumoto 

Elizabeth A. Miller 
Randal McEnree 
Marisa Miyashiro 
Kellie Miyazu 
Cynthia Morris 
Nancy Jo Moses 
Julie Mowrer 
Philippe Nault 
Natascha Noack 
Monique Ortiz 
Amy Paikuli 
Caroline Quinn 
Kaleopono Quintana 
Sue Ellen Rhodes 
Kip Rice 
Shelby Smith 
Michael Shewmaker 
Zoe Shih 
Lynne Shimatsu 
James Stapleford 
Shari Steele 
Harold Stevens 
Charlene Tagami 
Dominic Tidmarsh 
Kaori Ukaji 
Nicola Van De Car 
Beth Van Duzer 
VYOK Photography 
Carol Walker 
Deborah Ward 
Linda Watson 
Andrew Wessels 
Alan Young
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Financial Report 

WITH ALL THE ACTIVITIES that EHCC encompasses, you might think we spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars every year. Not so; our total budget last year was under $80,000. 
Here is where the money came from, and where it went. 

 

Revenues: 
 

 
 Theater usage (20.5%) 
 Donations and grants (18.3%) 
 Workshops (17.4%) 
 Gallery sales (15.9%) 
 Non-theater facilities usage (14.7%) 
 SPACE and book sales (7.7%) 
 Membership dues (4.1%) 
 EHCC/HMOC Endowment (1.5%) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Expenses: 
 Contract labor (35.5%) 
 Phone & Utilities (11.6%) 
 Repairs & Maintenance (11.4%) 
 Gallery operations (10%) 
 Insurance (7.2%) 
 Workshops (7%) 
 Office operations (5.4%) 
 Store operations (5.2%) 
 Theatre operations (3%) 
 Taxes (2.3%) 
 Advertising, printing, fundraising, other (1.4%) 

 

 



  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


